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Remember them which have the Rule 
'q over you, Who have ſpoken to you the 
( word of God ; Whoſe Faith follow, 
| conſidering the end of their conrverſa- 
l ' £108, | 


[ N handling this Text of holy Seripture, that 
| -we may mitigle nothing of Huniane Aﬀecti- 
ons, that 6ur Paſſions may give no Interrup- 
tion to you in hearing, or to me in ſpeaking , 
I ſhould defire £6 ſuppreſs them quire, if it were 
poſſible, And poſſible it is, whiere they are flighely 
raiſed, as poſi cottnion. and ordinary occafions : 
But where they ate grounded-and- ſtrong, where 
they dire argue, and ſeem to have Reaſon on their 
Lge, & thete is to6 much in Sight for ours ; there 
I think its in yaih to endeavour it : The only 
way in this caſe, is to give thets ſome kind of 1 
Vetit; to diſcharge ther in-part, and to govern 
what fernains of the AﬀeKions. 
| | A 2 You 


(4) 


You will hope the rather bear with my In- 


firmity, that I cannot contain from deploring- 


the Loſs, the irreparable Lofs, that we ſuffer , I 
think all ſuffer, in the death of this Eminent 
Perſon. He was. the man in whom his Friends 
had experience-of much good, and had hopes of 
much more; not. ſo:much- for' his greatneſs or 
power,'as' abſtraRingfrom theſe, for what they 
found in himſelf, which was a great and manifold 
Blefling to all that lived within his converſation. 
He was a Father , a Counſellor, a Comforter, a 
Helper, a ſure Friend : He was all they could 
Wiſh. in every Relation, and by the courſe of Nas 
ture, might. have been for many years. But for 
our ſins, (though for his unſpeakable adyantage) 
the great and wile God was not pleaſed tocontinue 
that Blefſing,He took him out of this World, when 
for ought we could judge, there was,molt need 
of ſuch men to live init, and when we had much 
reaſon to expect mare geod thanever by his living 
in.it. we, 


Oh the Unſearchable Ways and Counlels of God! 


Oh the Blindneſs of Humane hopes and expe&a- 
ons ! While we pleaſe our ſelves with- the good 
we have in-hand, while we reach out for more, 
as if there. would neyer bean end, within a few 


days. 
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days all withers, all yvaniſheth to This: We have 
Nothiog lefr, but what it grieves us to ſee, We 
have nothing remains, but what we are willing 
to beridof, a poor ſhell of earth, that wemake 
haſte co bury out of our ſight. 

| Yes, of wiſe and good men , which is their 
Priviledge above others,there remains after Death, 
a Memory, an Example which they leave behind 
them, as a ſacred Depoſitum for us to keep and uſe 
until we ſeethem again, Aretheſe things Nothing 
inour ſight 2 They are above all pricein the ſight 
of God; who , that they may_be foto us, both 
telleth us the worth, and recommends them to. 
our. eſteem, and requires the fruit of them in 
many places of Scripture: But in none with more 
Application to our preſent. Occaſion, then in my 
Text. I ſhall ſufficiently Juſtifie my choice of ir, 


if I can þut makeit be underſtood > I ſhall ſhew.. 


che full Import of it, in thoſe duties which itcon- 
rains.: I ſhall endeavour to ſtir you up to pra- 

file them: with reſpe&t to this preſent occaſion. 
Firſt, -Forthe underſtanding of my Text, we 
are to look for no help from what goes next be- 
fore it, or aſter it: For the whole buſineſs of it 
3s contained within its ſelf. Ir lies in the heap 
among other directions, which without ay cer» 
| tain. 


(6) 
tain connexion between them, were given by the 
Writer of this Epiſtleto the Hebrews, thas is, to 
thoſe Jews who wete converted to be Chriſtians. 

For the time when it was written, we are cet- 
tain of this, that it was while Timothy lived ; for 
he is mentioned as living in the 24 Verſe of this 
Chapter. And he being there ſaid to have ſuffer- 
ed Impriſonment for the Goſpe), this brings us 
a little nearer to the knowledge of the time « Fot 
then it muſt be after boch S. Pauls Epiſtles to Ti- 
mothy. In'the laſt of thoſe Epiſtles, which was 
ſome years after the other, S. Paul ſpeaks much of 
his own impriſonment for the Goſpel: He warns 
Timothy oft, that he muſt ſuffer for the Goſpel : he 
inſtructs him what to do when God ſhall call him 
to ſuffer. Not a word of any thing that he had 
ſuffered already : Nay, he counſels kim as a young 
man, that had neyer been tried. He invites him 
to Rome, which was the great place of tryal; in 
which place, as it appeats it: the clofe of this 
Chapter, Timothy did ſuffer that Impriſonment for 
the Goſpel, from which he was deliver'd, when 
this Epiſtle was written. - It appears, that after 
the Epiſtle to Timothy, how long after we know 
not, hedid go to Reme, as Paul will'd him. How 
long he ſaid there we know not, ere he did ſuffer 


.impriſon- 
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he was in Prifon, we 


reafon to think it might be fome years , it might 
be many years that this Epiftle was written af- 
ter the ſecond Epiſtle ro Timothy. 

And if fo, then it was written, not only as Theo- 
deret fays, long afterthe death of James the Brother 
of John : But account it how you will, this Epiſtle 
was written after the death of James the Brother of 
our Lord : Which James being the firſt Biſhopof 
Jernſalem,and the other Fames an Apoſtle, that is, a 
Biſhop at large;and both theſe being put to death ar 
Jeruſalem , Not to fearch into Churcly Hiſtory for 
thoſe others of their order, who- dyed before this 
time in ether places; nor to-guelshow many others 
were dead, that are nat recorded in Churely Hi- 
Rory : If we think of no more bur thefe rwo 
eminent ſervants of Chriſt, we' cannot: beto- ſeck 
of the underſtanding of this Text , nor of the ap- 
plication to our particular. purpoſe. Þ fay nor, bur 
it may have a more general extent. ' There is a 
memory due, not only to the: Apofttes of Chriſt, 
and to the Biſhops their Snceeflors ; bur co ll 
other good Minifters of Chriſt; yeato all other ex- 
emplary Chriſtians. But if the-Apoſtle had __ 

this 


(8) 
this only of Biſhops, I cannot gueſs that he'would 
bave it expreſt otherwiſe, than he hath. done in 
my Text. IONS. 

To prove this, I muſt haverecoutſeto the Ori- 
ginal, and not wholly depend upon our Engliſh 
Tranſlation. For that he meant this of Biſhops, 
it appears not ſufficiently, and of them being dead, 
not atall, in our Tranſlation. And yet from the 
Original, I ſee no reaſon to doubt, that our Apo- 
ſtle in this Text, meant no other but Biſhop, and 
thoſe departed this life. 

For the order of Biſhops;it is deſcribed by thoſe 
acts of Ruling and Teaching, in the words of our 
Tranſlation; but it is much more expreſly by the 
word iy jn the Original. For the meaning of 
which word, to whom ſhould we reſort, but either 
to the Greeks, in whoſe Language; or to the Jews, 
for whoſe immediate uſe this was written ? Among 
the Greeks ii is a general word, it fignifies 
| Rulers Eccleſiaſtical or Civil. In this Vetle they 
take it for Eccleſiaſtical Rulers : ſo Chryſoſtom on 
my Text, and Oecumenius, <2 Emin, the Apoltle 
ſpeaks of Biſhops in this Verſe: It the Jews 
would iay ſo too, what could we have more ? 
They do ſay it, as much as we have reaſon to ex- 
peat. In their Traditional Language they call 

one 
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_ that isof Biſhops, as I have interpreted and proved. 
| 3 
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one' of our Biſhops pea which in effe& is the 
word in my Text. So then we have the conſent 
both of Greeks and of Hebrews, that is, of them 
who had moſt reaſon to know the meaning of 
the word, that Biſhops are meant by the word 
#2580 1n my Text. 

That the Apoſtle here ſpeaks not of Living, but 
of Dead Biſhops: of them that Had the Rule before 
that time ,. though *tis rendred, that Have, in our 
Tranſlation ; it appeareth by other words in my 
Text. Remember them, ſays the Apoſtle : Whar, 
thoſe that are preſent? They are not the objects 
of Memory, but of Senſe. Remember & 53 «or, 
the good Biſhops you have had : ws indng, them 
that have ſpoken to you, that have ſpoken their laſt, 


and ſhall ſpeak no more in this world : 4radto;irl4 


conſidering, looking back, or looking up to # is%zav 
+ araseopic, the end of their converſation. -A2500) ſig- 
nifies the whole courſe of this life, "22+ is the 
end or period of it. Leok back, ſays the Apoſtle, 
co your Biſhops deceaſed , confider their end , or 
Exit, or going out of this world. 

To confirm this, if any doubt, I ſh all deſire him 
to compare this Verſe with the iy ofthis Chapter. 
In both Verſes the Apoſtle ſpeaks of the yi, 


In 


(10) 


In the 17. he ſhews our duty tothe living, Obey 


them, ſays the Apoſtle, and Submit your ſelves, for 


they wa'ch for your ſouls. In this Verſe he ſhews 
our duty to Biſhops deceaſed 3 Remember them, and 


fellow their Faith, conſidering the end of their conver- 


[ation. 
I think more needs not be ſaid, to ſhew the 


ſcope of my Text, and how applicable it is toour 
preſent Occaſion. It being clear thatthe Apoſtle 
ſpeaks here of Biſhops, and of them being de- 
parted this life, | 

L now proceed to the dutjes required. at our 
hands ; wiv, and vain Remember and Imitate. 

Firft Remember. 'Tis a natural deſire that men 
have, to be remembred when they are dead, We 
do not find itis ſo in any other creature: they 


| defire to live as long as they can; bur for ought 


we can judge, by any Indication, they have no 
regard to what ſhall come after. The reaſon is 
plain, for their being determines with thcir life. 
But for man, among many other tokens of Im- 
mortality, he hath by ſecret Inſtin&, a Natural 
defire, to be thoughtof, and ſpoken of in after» 
times. We ſce this, not only in them that arc 
infamed with the hope of a Future life ; but 
even in theſe, that, for ought appears to us, 
| know 


% 


(22) 

you or think little of any more but the: pres 
ent. 

What elſe made the Egyptian Kings lay our 

cheir wealth on Pyramids,and thelike fRlupendious 
buildings? What moved the old Greeks and the 
Romans, with ſo much care and expence to leave 
Statues and other Monuments, with Inſcriptions 
of their names? Whar meant thoſe in the un- 
lettered Nations, by the much harder ſhifts they 
have made to conveigh any thing of themſelyes 
ro Poſterity? | need not leck for inſtances of 
this in remote times and Coyntries, when we ſee 
ris ſo frequent inour age, and perhaps no where 
more than jn this City;zfor men of deſign,that think 
long beforehand, above all other things, to provide 
for this kind of ſmmortality. Some venture their 
lives, others wear out themſelyes,they do and ſuffer 
anyhing, to get eſtates : Not for;hemilelyes,thax 
might be happier without them, nor {o much 


- for their known heirs, whom they load with 


Entails; as for men whom they know not, bur 
only hope they will be in after-times. Por their in- 
ward thought u, that their honſes ſhall continue for 
ever , and their dwelling place to all generations : 
they call their lands by their own names, This 


their way is their folly, and thoſe that {ce it are ſuch 
| B 2 fools 


(12) 
fools' to take after them, ſays David , Pal: 
49-11, | 
* Bur if this deſign take, it muſt be in ſpite of 
God, who hath declared it ſhall not do. He 
will thwart wicked men. They that provide not 
for the'true Immortality, ſhall loſe their deſign in 
this ſhadow of it. Either their name ſhall be for- 
gotten ; God hath threatned be will cut it of, be wilt 
blot it out, their memory ſhall periſh with them : Or 
if it Furvive, it ſhall be to their ſhame, their name 
ſhall 'rot, Prov.10.7. What they build for fame, 
ſhall'be like 4b/aloms Pillar; which remains to 
this day, bur the paſſers by throw ſtones ar ir, 
in deteſtation of his Memory : Such is generally, 
though not always, the curſe of God that purfues 
wicked men. | 

Whereas contrariwiſe it is the Promiſe of God 
to the Juſt, that they ſhall always be had in Remems 
brance, Plal. 112.6. And that their memory ſhall 
be bleſſed as far as known, Prov. 10. 3. Promiſes 
which, as all other of Temporal things, are to be 
underſtood with reſervation to the Divine Occo- 
nomy, to that wiſdom of God, which orders all 
things in the Government of the world. Itbe- 
cometh -not the Majeftie of him that governs all 
things, to break his courſe, and to work miracles, 
upon 


(3) = 
pon every particular Occaſion. *Tis enough that | 
he generally providech that the ſame thing may be 


_ done otherwiſe, and declares ito thoſe by whom - -- 


it. ought to be done. If. they doit nor, It there be 


> a faileur- in them; his- Promiſe is. noe void, his. 


word is not braken, ſince it was: given with that 
Conditien : Which being not performed by them - 
that. were to have done it , he can make repara- 
tionto thoſe. that ſuffer by it ; yea he hath, done ir 
already in this, that he hath given. them chat which . 
this Typifies. And what if they fall ſhort of the 
ſhadow, when'they have the ſubſtance, ina bet: 
ter: and: true Immortality 2-. | | 
The mean - while we ſee what is required on 
our: parts: As. the ſervants of God , out of; that 
ſtore which he hath given us, We are topay.what- 
he. hath promiſed good men, *Tis that which 
all naturally defire, but wicked men ſhall not at- 
tain, Only to the Juſt, God hath promiſed. thar 
we- ſhall remember them, and 'he commands that 
we ſhould do it, eſpecially. for good Biſhops de-- 
parted this life, Gd lh ad 
Our remembrance of- them: doth not differ. ins: 
kind, but-in degree , from what we ow. to the. 
memory of others. *Tis a duty we are to pay them. 
above-others , In our Thoughts, In our AﬀeRti-- 
ons, , 


(14) 
ons, In our Words, and In our A&ions and 
Lives. 

Firſt in our Thoxghts, 'tis not a ſimple Remem- 
brance that God requires; for that being an act 
of the ſerifitive ſoul, as I conceive, doth not di- 
realy fall under precept. For it is not in our 
power, to remember, or forget, cither what, or 
when we pleaſe, Butitisin our power, to do 
thoſe a&ts, which conduce to the exciting, or to 
the helping of our memory. This is that which 
God requires atour hands; that we ſhould endea- 
your toturn our minds towards ſuch objefts, and 
contemplate in them, the gifts and graces of God : 
that as oft as we think of them, we ſhould ac- 
knowledge that good which was in them, and 
which we have received by their means: That 
we ſhould pay them that honorable eſteem , 
which we ow to our ſpiritual Parents and Bene- 
factors. | | 

if we think of chem heartily in this manner, 
it will work ſomething upon our Aﬀetions, We 
cannot but be ſenſible of thewant of ſuch men,and 
therefore grieved for our loſs, when they are 
taken from us ; as the 4ſian Biſhops were at thoſe 
words of S. Paxil, when he ſaid, they ſhowld ſee his 
face no more, Though God intend it for their 

gain, 


(i5) 
gain, whom he takes to himſelf, and he takes 
them in that time, which ſuits beſt with their 
Circumſtances: Yet, even then, we have cauſe 
| to grieve for our ſelves, and for the Church, who 
are deprived of the preſence and uſe of ſuch men. 
How much more, when for ought we know, they 
are taken away for ourſins? When for ought we 
know, it was becauſe the age was not worthy of 
them ? For ought we know, 'tis in order to ſome 
judgement of God, which will come the ſooner 
when they are gone, when we have filled up the 
meaſure of our Iniquities ? 

When Elijah was taken away 1n a very evil age, 
Eliſha cryed out, O my Father, my Father, the ( harwts 
and borſe-men of Tjrael. What will become of 1/jrael 
now thou art gone ? We dare not think ſo highly. of 
any one man. We have no ſuch caule to deſpond 
of our Nation. When it 1s bad, weare todo our 
parts to make it better, to pray that God would 
{nd more Labourers into his Harveſt, that he 
would double his gifts and bleſſings on thoſe thar 
are Left. | 
' And for thoſe we have Loſt, we muſt Reſign 
them to God z both acknowledging his bounty mm 
piving themto us, and ſubmitring.to his will, in 


taking them to himlelf, So S. Bernard on the 
| death 


(16) ; 
death of his Brother Gerard, Lord, ſays he, thou 
haſt given, and thou haſt taken away , thongh we grieve 
tbat thou baſt taken away, yet we cannot forget that 
thou didft give him. Yea, we ow not only ſub- 
miſſion to God, but Thankfulneſs coo for their 
ſakes, who are delivered by this means, from ſo 
great and ſuch manifold evils, as continually hover 
about us in this life. From ſickneſs, and pain, 
from labour, and danger, from ſorrow, and fear, 
and care, and what not ? bcing delivered "from 
| Sin, which is the Cauſe, and from that Fleſh , 
which is the Center of all this, | 

They [are paſt all evils elſe, that have overcome 
Death : They leave ſorrow to us, who call our 
ſelves the living : their life, the only true life, 
is Immutable Joy, eternal Reſt, Peace, and Feli- 
City. 

"Which if we ſeriouſly believe, it we delireto 
be with them ; we cannot Sorrow for our loſs, 
without Joy for theirgain, and thankſgiving on 
their behalf, to that good God , who hath given 
them the Fiftory through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

But thus mach we ow upon the death of every 
true Chriſtian, though of never ſo mean a rank 
and condition. We are to be Thankful to God 
for his mercies, and to profeſs ic, as we are taught 
in 


(17) 
in ohe Offices of our Church ; which have the ſame 
words of burial, for the meaneſt of our commu- 
nion, as for thoſe that are higheſt in their Graces 
and Gifts 

| But there is a Remembrance in Words, that is 
de to thele, and not to the other; namely the 
due praiſe of thoſe their excellent Graces and 
Gifts ; which though they have not of themſelves, 
bur chrough the bounty and liberality of God , 
who is therefore to be chiefly reſpected and plo- 
rified,. in all the praiſc that we give to. his creas 
tures : Yer ſince he is plealed to do them this ho» 
nour above others, and to make choice of them 
whom he (o dipnifies; We are bound to allow it 
them, weare to follow Gods choice, to give them 
praiſe whom he hath ſo qualified for ir. Only 
with: this care, that we do it truly, not to flatter 
the dead, and profitably for the example and imi- 
tation of the living. 

We have ſo much realon to do this, that they 
ba had only reaſon to guide them, the Gen- 
tiles, upon the death of any eminent perſons, had 
Orations made publickly in their praiſe. The 
Jews, without any particular Law for it, had ho- 
rour done tothe Memory of Worthy perſons at 
their Funerals, 2 Chron.z2, ult. The Rites of it are 
C partly 


(18) 
partly deſcribed, 2 Chron. 16.14. They laid their 
dead ina bed full of the richeſt perfumes,which alſo 
wete.publickly burnt at the Interment, To which [ 
conceive the Preacher alludes, Eccleſ. 7.1.where he 
lays, 4 good name # better than precious oyntment, and 
the day of ones death, than the day of ones birth. 

When one cometh into the World, none knows 
how he my prove; if he do well in it, he goes 
out with this Publick teſtimony. After which the 
Jews never mentioned ſuch perſons , without a 
bleſſing on their memory. | 

Bur above all others, the Primitive Chriſtians 
were very obſervant this way. They ſaw it was 
the will of their Lord and Maſter, that the good 
wotk which was done upon him by .Hlary, ſhould 
be kept in perpetual memory , and is therefore 
recorded in the Goſpel. They ſaw how the works 
of Dorcas were ſhewn at. her death, the Coats 
and Gatments which ſhe made forthe poor. They 
ſaw what need there was of great Incentives, in 
thoſe days, when Chriſtianity was a moſt dan» 
gerous Profeſſion. {ris of no ſmall force, to make 
men love a Religion, when they lee it infuſes ex- 
cellem Principles, that it excites ſo ſuicable pra- 
Etiles , that it is proof againſt ſuffering and 
death, And the expericnce of that power it hath 
in 
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(19) 
in ſome, proyokes and animates others to the 
La. | 
| Upon thele and the like conſiderations , and 
perhaps with alluſion to that Text, where S, John 
Is Gail to have ſeen the ſouls of the Martyrs un- 
der the Altar; They had their Memorias Marty- 
rum, their places wy Worſhip, where they placed. 
the Altars, over the bodies of their Martyrs. Whar, 
with any intention to worſhip the Martyrs? fe 
was ſo ſuggeſted by the Adverlaries, and as vehe- 
mently denied by rhe Chriſtians of thoſe times. 
By thoſe of Smyrna, in the undoubted acts of Po- 
lycarpus : We cannot (lay they) worſhip any other 
than Chriſt ; We love the Martyrs as being followers 
of Chrift, We celebrate the days of their paſſions with 
Joy, We do it both in remembrance of thoſe Champions 
of God, and to train np and prepare others for the 


like conflifts. 


Beſides this, which was peculiar to the Mar- 


tyrs, they had a lower degree of rememibrance, 


for Biſhops, and Confeſlors, and all other emi- 
nent perſons departed this life : whom the 
not only praiſed in Orations at their Funerals , 
but writ their names in their Diptychs, or 
two-leaved Records, which contained in one 
page all the, names of the Living ; in the 

C 2 other, 


(20) 
other, the Dead that were of note in the 
Church. 

All theſe were recited in the Communion 
Service, Where, as the Living for themſelves, 
ſo for the Dead, came their Friends , and gave 
Oblations and Alms Which, before they were 
diſtributed among the poor\, were firſt offered 
up to God in a prayer, like that which we uſe 
for the- Church Militant here on Earch,, Theſe 
Doles were their only Sacrifices for the dead : Only 
Alms to the poor, with Which ſacrifices God i well 
Pleaſed. And their prayers were not for any de- 
liverance from pains ; unleſs the Patriarchs, and 
Prophets, and the Apoſtles, and Virgin Mother 
of Chriſt, were in the ſame pains too, and need- 
ed the ſame Deliverance, For thev were all men- 
tioned alike, and together, as it is to be ſeen in 
the ancientelt Liturgies, | 

Among - all theſe Innocent Offices and Rites of 
the Primitive Chriſtians, was there any thing of 
prayer for fouls in Purgatory * Was there any 
thing of prayer to Saints departed this life 2 Was 
there any foundation for thole ſuperſtirious Ob- 
fervances, Of adoring their Relics, of Proftration 
co their Images, of Pilgrimage to their Shrines, 
of making Vows, of ſaying Maſtes, of offering to - 
3 ws | ; | them, 
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them, and thelike? The Papiſtsſay there was, 
they plead the mo of the Church for it, they 
wreſt places of Scripture to their Purpoſe, Nay 
the Rhemiſts and others, alledge this very Text, 
without which | ſhould not have mention'd them 
at this time. | 
But as the Learnedſt men among themſelves 
have been fo juſt not to charge this upon. my 
Text, and ſome of them confeſs they have no 
round- for theſe things in any one Text of Ca- 
nonical Scripture: So they. would do us burright 
to acknowledge, that none of theſe things was pra- 
Ais'd for ſome hundreds of years after Chriſti- 
anity came into the world. | | 
| In thoſe Primitive times all cheir Offices for the 


' Dead, were , either to give Teſtimony of that 


Faich-in which they died, and that death had nor 
difſolv'd their Communion with the Living : or 
they wereto bleſs God for their holy Lite, and hap« 
py Death : or to Pray tohim, not for their deli- 
verance from Purgatory, of which there was-no 
Faith in thoſe times ; but for the Increaſe of that 
Good which they beliey'd them-tobe poſleſt of al- 
ready, or forthe Atteinment of that farther good 
which they thought they were ſure of, namely, 
for their.ſpeedy and happy Reſurrection, for their 
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perfect diſcharge at the day of Judgement, forthe 


Conſummation of their bliſs with their own in 
the Kingdom of Glory. 
| Not to ſay how the Fathers differ among them- 
felvesin theſe particulars; or how many of theſe 
particulars are omitted inthe Roman Church as 
well as ours;it is enough that here is nothing makes 
for them, but. much againſt thoſe their Errors 
and Corruptions. All thac is agreed on all hands, 
or that we find in the Practiſe of the firſt Ages, 
being ſufficiently contein'd in thoſe Offices of our 
Church; in the prayer for the Church Militant, 
in the Colle on All-Saints day, and in the 
Office for the burial of the Dead ; where we pray, 


That it would pleaſe God of his gracious goodneſs, ſhort- 


ly to accompliſh the number of bis Ele , and to haſten 
his Kingdom, that we, with all thoſe that are depart- 
ed in the true faith of bis holy Name, may have our 
| perfe& conſummation and bliſs, both in body and ſoul, in 
his everlaſting glory. | 
Laſtly, Remembrance in 4ttion is the other duty 
enjoyn'd in my Text, Myc: F wicw, Imitate their Faith, 
thatis, their Chriſtian profeſſion and practiſe, their 
whole Life and Converſation, according to their 
own belief of that word which they have ſpoken. 
. The Reaſon of this duty is plain : for itisour 
| i | buſineſs 
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buſineſs in this world to recover the image of 
God in which he created us; to belike him here. 
in Righteouſneſs and Holinels, that we may be 
like him hereafter in Glory and Happineſs. 

To this End, God has given us thoſe Linea- 
ments of himſelf, which are written ſufficiently in 
our Nature, but more fully and diftinRly-in Scri- 
pture, In which Scripture, he ſo ofc and fo vehe- 
mently requires us, Be ye Holy, as Iam Holy, be ye 
Tuſt, as I am Fuſt ; be ye Merciful, as I am Merciful 3 
be ye Fure, as Iam Pure, be ye Perſe, as your hea-- 
venly Father #s Perfefi. 

This good word of God, which was given by. 
the Prophets and Apoſtles, is ſtill inculcated oa. 
us by them that ſpeak to us the word of God. Which 
Office being primarily of Biſhops, as appears in 
my. Text, They are firſt and above all others to: 
conform themſelves to it, ro ſhew others how-po(-. 
| ſible and how praQiicable ir is. | 

Our Apoſtle ſuppos'd this in thoſe Primitive 
Biſhops in my Text. God requires ir of all that. 
ſucceed them in the Church. So of Timothy, though 
he were young in Age, yet being in.thar Place, 
Be thou an Example to believers in' word, in Converſa-- 
tion, in Spirit, in faith, in truth, 1 Tim.4 13. and 
in thelaſt Verſe, Take beed to thy Self, and. to thy 
Doftrine .: 
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Dofrine : Do this conſtantly and (ontinually, and ſo 
thou ſhalt ſave both thy ſelf and them that bear thee, 
Whether they. do this or no, they are our 
Teachers and Rulers; therefore in the 17 Verſeof 
this Chapter, while they live , we mult obey their 
word, and ſubmit to their Government. When 
they are dead, both for what they are, and were, 
we may do well to ſay noill of them; and fince 
we can ſay no good, e'en Forgecthem, and leave 
them to God. | 
- Bur if they are ſuch as they ought, which the 
Apoſtle ſuppoſes in my Text, it they live as men 
that believe themſelves what they lay : -'Tis our 
duty, not only to ſubmit,and obey them, while they 


live; but alſo ro Remember them when they are - 


dead : Remember chem, in our thoughts, with that 
honour they deſerve ; In our Affetions, with a 
due ſenſe of ourlols, and their gain : Remem- 
ber them in words, with the juſt praiſe of their 
actions and lives: In our prayers to God, with 
due thankfulneſs for their graces and gifts in this 
life, and for the glory they receive after death :: 
Laſtly, remember to follow them in that holy way, 
which leads to ſo happy anend: Inour Apolties 


words, folow their Faith, conſidering the event, the 


bleſſed end of their 200d converſation. - - 


What . 
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What my Text ſays in general of Biſhops de- 
ceaſed, 'tis moſt eafie to apply. Iknow it hath 
been done all this while, by them that knew the 
virtuous and great mind, that lately dwelt in this 
body. They know the truth of all I ſhall Gay, 
and much more that might be ſaid in his Juſt 
commendation. But the little I can bring within 
thetime I bayeleft, being ſaid from many years 
experience, will ar leaſt ſtir up thoſe that knew 
him not, to enquire; and if they find theſe 
things true, they know their duty of Remembrance 
and Imitation. 

I ſhall not be minute, indrawing all I Gy un- 
der theſe heads: for I ſpeak to them that can dis 
ſtinguiſh and ſort things, as they belong to the 
one, or tothe other. | 

To begin with che Natural endowments of his 
mind; I cannot think of him without Juſt re- 
fletion upon that Paradox, of the equality of 
ſouls. He was ſurely a great Inſtance tothe con» 
trary, having thatlargeneſs of ſoul in every re- 
ſpect, which was much above the rate of ordinary 
men. He had an Underſtanding, that extended 
to all parts of uſeful learning and knowledge, a 
Will always diſpoſed to great, and Publick, and 
generous things. He had a natural averſion _ 
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all ldle ſpeculations, and from the eager purſuit of 
ſmall and frivolous defigns. In great matters, he 
judged ſo well, that he was not uſually ſurprized 
with events. He purlued his intentions , with 
ſuch equalneſs of mind, that he was never carrizd 
| beyond the calmnels of his Natural Temper, ex- 
cept through his zeal for Publick good, or where 
his Friend was concerned. 

What he was in his ſtudies, I have reaſon to 
know, that have often been tired with ſtudying 
with him. He was Indefatigable, and would have 
worn himſelf out, if he had not been relieved 
with multiplicity of buſineſs. However he im- 
paired by ir, a Body which ſeemed to have been 
built for a long Age, and contracted thoſe In- 
firmi-ies, that haſtned his death. 

The effect of his ſtudies, in his Preaching, and 
Writings, are ſufficiently known, and would have 
been much more, if God had given him Time. 

As for his Preaching, ic was ſometimes famous 
near this place ; though he ſought rather the pro- 
fir, than the praiſe of his hearers. He ſpoke ſo- 
lid truth, with as little ſhew of Art as was poſhi- 
ble. Heexpreſt all things in their true and Natn- 
ral Colours; with that aptneſs and plainneſs of 
Speech, that grave Natural way of Elocution, thar 
= | ſhewed 
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ſhewed he-had no defign upon his hearers, Hs 
plainneſs was beſt for the Inſtruction of the ſim- 
ple; and for the better ſort, who were in cruth 
an Intelligent Auditory, ic was enough that they 
might ſce he had no mind to deceive chem. He 
applied himſelf rather to their underſtanding, than 
Aﬀections. He ſaw lo much of the beauty of 
Goodnels himſelf ; that hechought the bare ſhew- 
ing of it was enough, to make all wiſe men, as it 
did him, to be in love with it. 

In his Writings he was Judicious and plain, like 
one that valued not the Circumſtances, fo much 
as the ſubſtance. And he ſhewed ic in whatſoever 
Argument he undertook ; ſometimes beating out 
new untravel'd ways, ſometimes repairing thoſe 
that had been beaten already : No ſubject he hand- 
led, but I dare ſay isthe better for him ; and will 
be the eaſter for them that come after him. 

If in theſe he went ſometimes beſide his Profel- 
ſion, it was in following the Deſign of it, to make 
men Wiſer and better, which 1think is the bufi- 
neſs of Univerſal Knowledge. And this he pro- 
moted with much zeal and ſincerity, in hope 
of the great Benefit that may accrew to man- 


kind. 
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It was his aim, as in all things, fo eſpecially 
in that which, Iconceive, 1s much more cenſured 
than underſtood; I mean, in the deſign of the 
Royal Society. He joyned himlfelt to it with no 
other end, but to Promote Modern knowledge, 
without any Contempt or leſſening of thole great 
men in former times. Witch due honor to whom, 
he chought it lawfulfor others to do that which, 
we have no reafon to doubt, they themſelves 
would have done if they wereliving. 

I would not ſeem to Excuſe that which de- 
deſerveth Commendation and encouragement ; 
or to commend other things, for want of Subject 
io him. Therefore leaving this Theme in better 
bands, I proceed nextto ſpeak of his Virtues and 
Graces ; and theſe the rather, as being both to be 
remembred and followed. 

And in ſpeaking of theſe, where ſhall begin ? 
Nay when ſhall 7 end, it 1 ſay all thatrmay be 
fpoken ? I think it not worth while to ſpeak of 
thoſe thatare Vulgar, though he had them alſo in 
no common degree : Nor would 1 ſeem to make 
any Virtuea Propriety. But there are thole which 
are nct common to many, and were generally ac- 
knowledged to be in him, though they appeared 
not ſoto lome other men, as they did to thoſe thar 
intimately knew him. His 
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His Prudence was great, 1 think it ſeldom fail- 
ed in any thingto which he applied himſelf. And 


et he wanted that part, which ſome hold to be 


Eſſential; He ſo wanted Difſimulation , that he 
had rathertoo much Openneſs of heart. It was 
ſincerity indeed that was Natural co him, heſo ab- 
horred a Lye, that he was not at all for ſhew, he 
could not put on any thing, that look'd like ir. 
And preſuming the {ameot other men, through 
excels of Benignity, he would be ſometimes de- 
ceived, in believing they were what they ſeem'd 
to be, and what he knew they ought to have been. 

His greatneſs of mind, was known to all thar 
knew any thing of him, He neither eagerly 
ſought any Dignity, nor declined any Capacity 
of doing good. He look'd down upon Wealth, 
as much as others admireit: He knew the uſe of 
an Eſtate, bur did not coveric What he yearly 
received of the Church, he beſtowed in its (ervice. 


As for his Temporal eſtate , being ſecured againſt. 


want, he fought no farther, he ler up his reft , 


I have heard him ſay often, I will be no richer, and 


I think he was as good as his word. 


As for Revenge, how could it enter into the. 


breaſt of him, that hated nothing, but that which 


makes us hateful to God? 1 ſay nor but he hada 


ſenſe 
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ſenſe of perſonal injuries; and eſpecially of thoſe 
chat-refle&ted upon his name, when they proceed- 
ed from thoſe that had good names of their own ; 
What -others ſaid, he deſpiſed ; but by thoſe he 
would often wiſh he had been better underſtood : 
That he was not, he bore as his Misfortune , He 
would not Requite them with the like, but men- 
tion'd them with all duc Reſpect, and was always 
ready to Oblige them, and to do them Good, 

Yet it was not ſo Deſirable , (I ſay not to be 
his Enemy, for He did not account them ſo, but) 
to be at thoſe terms with him, as to be his Ac- 
quaintance or Friend. They that were never ſo 
little familiar with him, could not but find, as 
well Benefic as Delight in his converſation, His 
diſcourſe was commonly of Uſeful things , it ne- 
ver cauſed trouble or wearinels to the Hearer; 
' Yet he would venture to diſpleaſe one for his good ; 
and indeed he was the man that ever 1 knew, for 
that moſt needful, and leaſt practiſed point of 
Friendſhip; He would not ſpare to give ſeaſon- 
able reproof, and wholclome advice, when he 
ſaw occaſion. TI never knew any that would do 
it ſo freely, and that knew how to manage that 
freedom of ſpeech o inoffenfively. 
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I was his way of Friendſhip, not ſo much to 
Oblige men, as todo them good. He did this 
not lightly and ſuperficially, bur like one that 
made it his Buſineſs: He durſt do for his friend, 
any thing that was Honeſt, and no more. He 
would undertake nothing but what well became 
him, and then he was unwearied till he had et- 
fected. it, 

As he concerned himſelf for his friend, 1a all 
other reſpe&s, lo eſpecially in that, which went . 
neareſt to him of all earthly concernments. He 
would not ſuffer any blot co be thrown, or to 
ly upon his friends good name, or his Memory. 
And that Office 1 am obliged to Require, in gi- 
ving ſome account of that which has been ſpoken 
by ſome to his diſadvantage. 

I ſhall negl&, for he did ſo, any frivolous re- 
ports ; but that which ſeems to;have any weight in 
it,as far as 1 have obſerved, is, that he had not that 
zeal for the Church, that they would ſeem to have 
that obje&t this. He fzcnied to look upon the 
Diflenters, with too much jiavour to their perſons 
and ways. 

As to theperſong: No doubt thatgoodneſsof 
Nature, that true Chriftian principle, which made - 
him willing tothink well of all men, and to do 
good . 
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good, or at leaſt no hurt to any, might andought 
to extend it ſelf ro them among others. Bur beſides, 
he was inclined to it by his education , under his 
Grandfather Mr. Ded,a truly pious & learned man, 
who yet was a Diſlenter himſelf in ſome things ? 
| 'Not that he had any dclight in contradi&ion, 
or could find in his heart to diſturb the peace of 
the Church for thoſe matters He was ſo far from, 
that as Thave frequently heard from this hisGrand- 
child and others, when ſome thought their difſents 
ground enough for a War, he declared himſelf 
againſt it, and confirmed others in their Allegi- 
ance: he profeſt to the laſt a juſt hatred of thar 
Horrid Rebellion. Now his Relation to this 
man, and converſation wich thoſe of his Princi- 
ples, might incline him to hope the like of others 
of that way. And when he found them farther 
off from the unity of the Church, he might poſ- 
ſibly overdo, through the vehemence of his deſire, 
to. bring them off of their Prejudices , and to 
reduce them to the Unity of the Church, in 
which his Grandfather lived and dyed : Why 
might he n.t hope the ſame of oth:r Diſſcn- 
rers £ 

As for himſelf, he was ſo far from Approving 
their ways, that inthe worſt of times, when one 
here 
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here preſent bewailed to him the Calamities of the 
Church, and declared his Obedience eyen then to 
the Laws of it: He incouraged him in it, he de- 
fired his friendſhip, and proteed both him and 
many others, by an intereſt thar he had gained, 
and made ule of chiefly for ſuch purpoles. 

How hedemeaned himſelf then, is known in 
both Univerſities ; where he governed with praiſe, 
and left a very grateful Remembrance behind him. 
How in the next times ſince, I cannot ſpeak in a 
better Place. And when I have named this City, 
and the two Univerſities, I think he could not be 
placed in a better light in this Nation, There were 
enough that could judge, and he did not uſe to 
diſguiſe himſelf; I appeal to you that converſed 
with him inthoſe days, What zeal he hath expreſt, 
for the Faith, and for the unity of the Church : 
How he ſtood up in defence of the Order and Go- 
vernment : How kehath aſſerted the Liturgy, and 
the Rites of it: He conformed himlelf ro every 
thing that was commanded. Beyond which, for 
any man to be vehement, in little and unnecels 
ſary things, wirether for or againſt them, he could 
not but diſlike; and as his free manner was, he hath 
oft been heard to call it FanaticaIneſs. How this 
might be miſrepreſented 1 know not , or how 
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his deſign of comprehenſion might be underſtood. 

Snre | am, that fince he came into the Govern- 
mentof the Church, to which he was called in 
his Abſence ; He fo well became the Order, that 
it out-did the expectation of all that did not very 
well know him. He filled his place with a Good- 
neſs anſwerable to the reſt of his life; and with a 
Prudence aboye it, conſidering the two extreams, 
which were no where ſo much as in his Diocels. 
Though he was, as beſore, very tender to thole that 
differed from him ; yet he was, as before, exactly 
conformable himſelf, and brought others to Con- 
formity, ſome Eminent men in his Dioceſe. He en- 
deavoured to bring in all that came within his 
reach, and might have had)great ſucceſs, if Go 
had pleaſed to continue him. | 

But having given full proof of his Intentions and 
defires, it pleaſed God to reſerve the fruit for other 
hands, from which we have great cauſe to expe&t 
much good to the. Church. 

| He was in perfect Health in all other reſpeRs, 

when a known [nfirmity, from an unknewn cauſe, 
that had been eaſier to cure,than it was to diſcover, 
ſtole upon him, and ſoen became [ncurable. 

He was for many days in a progen of Death, 


which he ſaw as it approached, and felt ir come on 


by 
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by degrees. Some days before he died, he found 
within himſelf, as he often f(aid,a Sentence of Death, 


Jn all this time, firſt of Pain, then of dreadful Ap- 


prehenſion, At laſt in the preſence of Death ;, Who 
eyer ſaw him diſmaid ? Whoever found him ſar. 
prized ? or hedd a word from him, unbecoming a 
wiſe man, and atrue Chriſtian ? It was my Infeli- 
licity to be ſo engaged, that I could not duly attend 
him z and ſo deceived with vain hopes, that I bes 
lieved him not dying, till he was dead. But at the 
times I was with him, T ſaw great cauſe to admire 
his Faith towards God, his zeal for his Church,his 
Conſtancy of mind, his Contempt of the World, 
and his Chearful hopes of Eternity. I have heard 
much more upon theſe heads, from thoſe that were 
with him. Some of you may have heard other 
thingsfrom other men, [t hath been the way of our 
Adverſaries to entitle themſelves to dying men, 
even thoſe, whole-whole life was a Teſtimony 
againſt them. Thus after the Death of our Famous 
Fewel, the Papilty were pleaſed to ſay, he dyed of 
their Religion. Miitiere hath ventured to Infinuate 
the ſame,of our late King of bleſſed & glorious me- 
mory. Mens tongues and pens are their own, Butleſt 
they ſhould abuſe them and you, and the Memory 
of this worthy Prelate, as they have abus'd others, 
(Though. 
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Though nothing needs to be ſaidto ſuch Ground: 
leſs Caluranies) Ideclare, andthat upon moſt cer- 
tain grounds ; That he died in the Faith of our 
Lord: Telus Chriſt, andin the Communion of the 
Church. of England,” as it is by Law cftabliſhed. 
He died > to0 ſoon for the Church, and for 


his Friends. Bur for Himſelf he had lived long 
enouph. 'He has liv'd long enough that dies well. 

For whatſoever he wants of that which we call 

time,it is added,thoughit adds nothing to Eternity: 

As for us that are now to try how we can bear 

the want of choſe many bleſſings we enjoyed in 

bir; What ſhall we ſay 2 We muſt ſubmit to the 

_ Will of God. Our Comfort is, that we ſhall follow, 

and come together again indue Time, Till when, 

' Farewel pious and virtuous Soul, Farewel great and 

excellent man, Farewel worthy Prelate and fairhful 

Friend. We have thy Memory and Example, Thou 

haſt our Praiſes and our Tears. While thy Memo- 

y livesin our Breaſts, may thy Example be fruit- 

fol in our Lives: Thatour Meeting again may be 

in Joy unſpeakable, when God ſhall have wiped 

away all Tears from our eyes. 
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